Data Appendix (Supplementary Information). Codebook for Dictators as Founding Fathers
Starting on page 1 of this document we discuss how we coded constitutions and the decisions used to convert constitutions from country year to leader year format. 

Starting on page 10 we document some of the independent variables used in the regressions reported in the paper: those that we coded ourselves using primary and secondary sources.

AUTOCRATIC CONSTITUTIONS 
In defining autocratic constitutions, we follow Elkins et. al (2010) and distinguish constitutions from either amendments or other rules or laws. Constitutions are coded as documents that are (i) explicitly identified as the constitution or fundamental law of a country; (ii) contain explicit provisions that establish it as highest law; and (iii) change the basic pattern of authority by establishing or suspending an executive or legislative branch of government (see Elkins et. al 2010). 
Data on constitutions are taken from the Comparative Constitutions Project, which codes the formal characteristics of written constitutions for nearly all independent states since 1789 (see Elkins et. al 2010). Because these data are coded at the country-year level, however, we recoded them by leader-year for years in which more than one leader was in office using country specific sources. A total of 34 constitutions were created under dictatorship in Latin America between 1950 and 2002. Table 1 of the text documents those constitutions. Most countries experienced constitutional reformation under dictatorship. Below we document each of the decisions that we made, identifying constitutional adoptions and reforms.

The primary measure of autocratic constitutions is binary: when an autocratic coalition (or autocratic spell) is observed as adopting and operating under a constitution, this variable is coded as a “1”. In seven cases, constitutional conventions were convoked by a dictator not to consolidate the autocratic coalition’s authority but rather explicitly to usher in democratic rule: Guatemala in 1965 under Azurdia and in 1985 under Victores; Honduras in 1982 under Garcia; El Salvador in 1983 under Borjo; Peru in 1979 under Bermudez; Argentina in 1972 under Lanusse; and Uruguay in 1985 under Armalino. Although we do not generally consider these as autocratic constitutions, we report and discuss results in the manuscript in which we recode these as autocratic constitutions.
In addition to the binary coding of autocratic constitutions, we also constructed an ordinal measure of autocratic constitutions to capture "degrees" of constitutionalism. Our ordinal measure of autocratic constitutions is coded as a “0” when there is no constitution, which means that an autocratic coalition actively suspends the extant constitution; a “1” if an autocratic coalition inherits a previous leader’s constitution without modifying it; a “2” if an autocratic coalition inherits and amends a constitution or adopts an interim constitution; and a “3” if an autocratic coalition rewrites and operates under a new constitution (which also includes constitutions that are reinstated).
CUBA

1940 Batista adopts a new constitution. Then he adopts another constitution in April of 1952.

Source:

http://books.google.com/books?id=MqQ1boyUSXEC&pg=PA372&dq=1952+Cuba+constitution+Batista&hl=en&ei=PXp1TcPrLozAsAPBwNC5BA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CD4Q6AEwBA#v=onepage&q=1952%20Cuba%20constitution%20Batista&f=false
In 1953, Batista reinstates a constitution (source Elkins et al. 2010).

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Trujillo in Dominican Republic. Trujillo adopts a new constitution in 1955. He had previously adopted a constitution before 1950.

We therefore observe Trujillo in 1950 as having an autocratic constitution.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3052895
34, 42 and 47.

Balaguer 1961 is coded as adopting a new constitution:

http://www.questia.com/PM.qst?a=o&d=117015288

Bosch 1963 adopts new constitution.

http://books.google.com/books?id=Kjde3Fmwb7IC&pg=PA48&dq=Trujillo+constitution+Dominican+Republic&hl=en&ei=foN1TeiiO5GCsQOy6MTBBA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=4&ved=0CEgQ6AEwAzgK#v=onepage&q=Trujillo%20constitution%20Dominican%20Republic&f=false

Balaguer adopts new constitution in 1966 but this is not recognized as autocratic because the regime is considered:

http://books.google.com/books?id=PZZmAAAAMAAJ&q=1966+constitution+Dominican+Republic+balaguer&dq=1966+constitution+Dominican+Republic+balaguer&hl=en&ei=nol1TbuxA4G4sQOYnPm4BA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CEUQ6AEwAQ

MEXICO:

Here is a table with each of Mexico’s constitutional amendments by president:

http://www.derecho.uady.mx/tohil/rev20/Reforma%20constitucional%20revision%20integral.pdf

Constitution created in 1917. Subsequently amended many times by different PRI presidents. They are not treated as creating a new constitution but rather amending an existing one.

1952: Ruiz Cortines amends the constitution in order to allow for women’s suffrage on April 6th. 

http://books.google.com/books?id=FQkMAQAAIAAJ&q=Mexican+constitution+amendment+1952&d

Here is a list of amendments by presidents and year from the following source:

http://constitucionpoliticamexicana.blogspot.com/2010/11/constitucion-politica-de-los-estados.html

PRESIDENT BY PRESIDENT since 1950

Miguel Alemán Valdés: (1o. de diciembre de 1946 a 30 de noviembre de 1952):

1946 Artículos 3, 73, 104 y 117
1947 Artículos 27, 73 y 115
1948 Artículos 20 y 27
1949 Artículo 73
1951 Artículos 49, 52, 73, 94, 97, 98, 107 y 131
1952 Artículos 43 y 45

Adolfo Ruiz Cortines: (1o. de diciembre de 1952 a 30 de noviembre de 1958):

1953 Artículos 34 y 115

Adolfo López Mateos: (1o. de diciembre de 1958 a 30 de noviembre de 1964):

1960 Artículos 27 (dos reformas), 42, 48, 52, y 123
1961 Artículo 123
1962 Artículos 107 y 123
1963 Artículo 54 y 63

Gustavo Díaz Ordaz: (1o. de Diciembre de 1964 a 30 de noviembre de 1970):

1965 Artículo 18
1966 Artículos 73 (dos reformas), 79, 88, 89 (dos reformas), 117 y 135
1967 Artículos 73, 94, 98, 100, 102, 104, 105 y 107
1969 Artículos 30 y 34

Luis Echeverría Álvarez (1o. de diciembre de 1970 a 30 de noviembre de 1976):

1971 Artículos 10, 73, 74, 79
1972 Artículos 52, 54, 55, 58 y 123 (dos reformas)
1974 Artículos 4, 5, 27, 30, 43, 45, 52, 55, 73, 74, 76, 79, 82, 89, 93, 104, 107 (dos reformas), 111, 123 (dos reformas) y 131
1975 Artículos 27, 73, 107 y 123
1976 Artículos 27 (dos reformas), 73 y 115

José López Portillo (1o. de diciembre de 1976 a 30 de noviembre de 1982):

1977 Artículos 6, 18, 41, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 60, 61, 65, 70, 73, 74, 76, 93, 97 y 115
1978 Artículos 123 (tres reformas)
1979 Artículo 107
1980 Artículos 3, 4 y 78
1981 Artículos 29, 60, 90, 92 y 117
1982 Artículos 26, 28, 73, 74 y 123

Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado: (1o. de diciembre de 1982 a 30 de noviembre de 1988):

1982 Artículos 22, 73 (dos reformas), 74, 76, 94, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 127 y 134
1983 Artículos 4 (dos reformas), 16, 21, 25, 27, 28, 73 y 115
1985 Artículos 20 y 79
1986 Artículos 52, 53, 54, 56, 60, 65, 66, 69, 77, 106, 107 y123
1987 Artículos 17, 27, 46, 73 (tres reformas), 74 (dos reformas), 78, 79, 89, 94, 97, 101, 104, 107,110, 111, 115, 116 y 127
1988 Artículo 89

Carlos Salinas de Gortari: (1o. de diciembre de 1988 a 30 de noviembre de 1994):

1990 Artículos 5, 28, 35, 36, 41, 54, 60, 73, 123
1992 Artículos 3, 4, 5, 24, 27 (dos reformas), 102 y 130
1993 Artículos 3, 16, 19, 20, 28, 31 (dos reformas), 41, 44, 54, 56, 60, 63, 65, 66, 73 (dos reformas) 74 (dos reformas), 76, 79, 82, 89, 100, 104, 105, 107 (dos reformas), 119 (dos reformas), 122 y 123
1994 Artículos 41 y 82

Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de León: (1o. de diciembre de 1994 a 30 de Noviembre del 2000):

1994 Artículos 21, 55, 73, 76 79, 89, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 110, 111, 116, 122, y 123
1995 Artículo 28
1996 Artículos 16, 20, 21, 22, 35, 36, 41, 54, 56, 60, 73 (dos reformas), 74, 94, 98, 99, 101, 105, 108, 110, 111, 116, 122
1997 Artículos 30, 32, 37
1999 Artículos 4, 16, 19, 22, 25, 58, 73 (tres reformas), 74,78, 79, 94, 97, 100, 102, 107, 115, 123
2000 Artículos 4; 20, 73

GUATEMALA:

No changes made. The 1954 constitution coded as interim for Monzon. 

Ebel 1998: “The results of the elections for the National Constituent Assembly were announced on October 25 as follows: 57 for FAN (the Castillo coalition), two for the CEU, two for ACCA, two for PIACO and two independents” (page 43).

October 29-30

Daetz Caal 1999: “La Asamblea se declaró instalada el 30 de octubre” (page 91).

Ebel 1998: “(I)t came as no surprise when, on October 30, [the Assembly] announced the results of the presidential referendum as follows: 485,600 yes votes; 400 no votes” (page 43).

Villagrán Kramer 1993: “(E)l gobierno señaló el viernes 29 de octubre para la instalación de la Constituyente” (page 261). Gives names of delegates and officers, “todos, personas de confianza del Presidente Castillo Armas” (pages 261-262).

It is then continued under Castillo Armas.

HONDURAS:

Galvez enters the dataset coded correctly. He had not adopted a constitution after coming to power.

Lozano Diaz comes to power in 1954. Suspends the constitution. Says that he will adopt a new one but does not follow through. Is unseated by military junta in 1954. They adopt constitution.

Villeda Morales introduces a new constitution in 1957, which had been initiated by a Junta that took power after overthrowing Lozano Diaz.  

Source for 1957 constitution: http://countrystudies.us/honduras/84.htm
Arellano gets coded as amending the constitution in 1963. He becomes dictator after taking over from Morales.

Here is some information about it:

The president and the PLH's 1963 presidential candidates were flown into exile, Congress was dissolved, the constitution was suspended, and the planned elections were canceled. Colonel López Arellano proclaimed himself president, and the United States promptly broke diplomatic relations.

The constitutional reforms of 1971 are coded as belonging to Arellano, not Cruz, who was democratically elected but soon lost power in a coup to Arellano in 1973.

Reforms of 1972 attributed to Cruz because Arellano overthrows him on December 3rd 1972. This would have given him too little time to really adopt a constitutional amendment.

EL SALVADOR:


1950: Bolanos does not amend a constitution. He merely inherits it from his predecessor, Castaneda, who was ousted in a coup.


1950 Constitution is created by Osorio. He allows Bolanos to take over temporarily so that he can run for president. The new constitution is promulgated on September 14, 1950, the same day Osorio takes office.

Source: http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/resources/featured-collections/latin-american-elections-statistics/el-salvador/elections-and-events-19341960.html

1962 Constitution passed 8 January and promulgated 16 January 1962: http://www.bibliojuridica.org/libros/4/1575/21.pdf

We code both Duarte and Magana as adopted constitutional amendments in 1982

http://www.answers.com/topic/jos-napole-n-duarte

NICARAGUA

In 1966 we code the constitutional amendment as pertaining to Guerrero Gutierrez instead of Shick Gutierrez because Shick dies in office suddenly.

We code as a 2 the last year of Somoza in 1979 and give Ortega a 0 because he suspends the constitution.

PANAMA:

Paredes unseats his predecessor and introduces amendments in 1983 to the constitution. This may or may not have ushered in the rule of Noriega.

http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/resources/featured-collections/latin-american-elections-statistics/panama/elections-and-events-19811999.html

COLOMBIA:

 
Gomez calls National Constituent Assembly in 1953 that gives him decree powers. He is overthrown by Rojas who is then named the new president by the Constituent Assembly in June 1953. 

Source: http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/resources/featured-collections/latin-american-elections-statistics/colombia/elections-and-events-19401954.html
Pinilla also gets an amendment in 1953.

Bermúdez 1995: "La Asamblea Nacional Constituyente fue el organismo en el que el general Rojas Pinilla se apoyó para dar a su gobierno discutibles visos de legalidad, lo que explica por qué, siendo un ente esencialmente transitorio, estuvo vigente durante toda la presidencia de Rojas" (page 192). "Estando convocada la ANAC pero sin instalarse aún, vino el golpe de cuartel del 13 de junio de 1953. El 15 de junio de 1953 la Asamblea se instaló formalmente y el día 18 expidió el Acto Legislativo No. 1 mediante el cual declaró [presidente legítimo a Rojas Pinilla] hasta el 7 de agosto de 1954" (page 193).

1957: Chronicle of parliamentary elections 2 1968: "(U)nder the terms of an amendment to the 1886 Constitution approved by referendum on December 1, 1957, the seats in both Houses, like all elective offices in the country, are shared on a half-and-half basis between the two traditional parties: Conservatives and Liberals" (page 31)

Source: http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/resources/featured-collections/latin-american-elections-statistics/colombia/elections-and-events-19551969.html

VENEZUELA:

1950: Delgado had reinstated the 1936 constitution following the November 1948 coup; this is therefore coded as a new constitution. Source: http://www.onwar.com/aced/data/victor/venezuela1948.htm

Perez Jimenez is set up with a constitution by the previous Junta in 1951:

http://www.venezuelatuya.com/historia/transicion.htm

ECUADOR:

After General Guillermo Rodríguez Lara deposed Velasco in a military coup in February 1972, the armed forces issued a decree reinstating the 1945 document. Rodríguez suspended it in 1974, however, and cancelled plans for holding an election. In January 1976, a military junta ousted Rodríguez and again reinstated the 1945 constitution. 

1978 Constitution
In a measure unprecedented in Ecuador's constitutional history, the junta held a popular referendum on January 15, 1978, to decide between a reformed version of the 1945 document and a new charter; 44 percent of the voters cast their ballots for the latter, and 31 percent for the former. Nullified votes totaled 23 percent.

Source: http://countrystudies.us/ecuador/57.htm

PERU:

No constitutional amendment coded for Odria. The amendment is for the prior leader, Bustamante, in August 1948:

http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/resources/featured-collections/latin-american-elections-statistics/peru/elections-and-events-1930-1949.html

BOLIVIA:

1963
Paz is overthrown in a coup in 1964 after trying to amend the constitution to allow him another term in office. Barrientos takes power and reinstates the 1947 constitution. 

Source: “Constitutions of the Countries of the World. Bolivia”

1967
Barrientos comes to power again after Candia and adopts a new constitution. We count this as a second constitution by Barrientos.

http://countrystudies.us/bolivia/72.htm

BRAZIL:

1946 constitution: The constitution is adopted in 1946, September (second source below mistakenly says 1948).

http://www.brasil.gov.br/sobre/citizenship/elections-2010/the-voting-history/history-of-elections-in-brazil/br_template_completo?set_language=en  

http://books.google.com/books?id=cfSvR6tQgLYC&pg=PA86&dq=Dutra+constitution&hl=en&ei=OiF5TYXhN4fSsAP4tfiBAw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CCkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Dutra%20constitution&f=false

1964:

Castelo amends the constitution:

http://books.google.com/books?id=tnBMYEyoUAcC&pg=PA72&dq=Castello+Branco+constitution&hl=en&ei=lSR5TYSuLY-4sAP0luDyAg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=6&ved=0CDwQ6AEwBTgK#v=onepage&q&f=false

1967:

Castelo adopts a new constitution and then exits:

http://books.google.com/books?id=-1hQflF0oyEC&pg=PA147&dq=Castello+Branco+1967+constitution&hl=en&ei=oCZ5TcaFFZLksQPD-qyQAw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=3&sqi=2&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q&f=false

The 1967 constitution is amended on October 17th 1969 by the military junta:

http://books.google.com/books?id=e05DTYiZMAIC&pg=PA116&dq=1967+Brazil+constitution+amendment+1969&hl=en&ei=Gih5Td1sk_izA4ioiY4D&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=6&sqi=2&ved=0CEcQ6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q&f=false

http://www.v-brazil.com/government/laws/ADCT.html 

CHILE:

We code Pinochet as amending the constitution upon coming to power because there is no documentation of Allende doing any constitutional changes during his last year anywhere, whereas Pinochet adopts several decrees changing the political system his first year.

ARGENTINA:

The Peron 1949 Constitution is rescinded by the Military Junta and the older constitution of 1853 is reestablished.

http://books.google.com/books?id=e05DTYiZMAIC&pg=PA116&dq=1967+Brazil+constitution+amendment+1969&hl=en&ei=Gih5Td1sk_izA4ioiY4D&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=6&sqi=2&ved=0CEcQ6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q&f=false

Ongania is coded as having the interim constitution in 1966 because he uses it to transition to democracy.

Lanusse decrees an amendment to the constitution in 1971:

http://www.todo-argentina.net/historia/civmil/lanuse/1972.html


We also code amendments by him in 1970.

Videla in 1976 is coded as adopting interim constitution after overthrowing Isabel Peron.


Last Argentina dictator is the one that gets coded as amending the constitution before Alfonsin

http://www.albertomontbrun.com.ar/archivos/breve_sintesis_historia_constitucional.pdf

URUGUAY:

Bordaberry amends the constitution in 1976.

http://www.scielo.cl/pdf/estconst/v6n2/art13.pdf

Manfredini is given amendments in 1976, commensurate with the many amendments in other years.

1981 amendment: Given to Mendez Manfredini.

1985 Constitution: Was created through a pact under dictatorship and then came into force the first day Sanguinetti took office (March 1).

Source: http://www.scielo.cl/scielo.php?pid=S071852002008000100013&script=sci_arttext
CONTROL VARIABLES

1. Gross Domestic Product Per Capita

We measure real gross domestic product per capita on an annual basis for each country in our dataset in International Dollars in 2000 constant prices. 

Sources and Procedures:  

Our goal was to create consistent time series of real gross domestic product per capita with the greatest coverage possible for each country in our dataset.  We drew on several sources in order to construct this measure:

A. The Penn World Tables (Version 6.2), hereafter PWT.

B. Angus Maddison, The World Economy: Historical Statistics (March 2009 version), hereafter Maddison.
C. Robert Barro and Jose Ursua, “Macroeconomic Crises since 1870,” Brookings Papers on Economic Activity, Spring 2008.  The dataset to this paper is available at: http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/barro/data_sets_barro.  Hereafter cited as Barro and Ursua.
D. World Bank, World Development Indicators Online, hereafter cited as (WBDI). 

The reason we pull data from multiple sources is that no one dataset was able to maximize coverage on its own. We used the source of GDP data according to the following rule: Choose the one source of GDP per capita data that maximizes coverage in first-differences for each country. If coverage is equal the preference order is: PWT, WBDI, Barro and Ursua, and finally Maddison. 

2. Total Income from Resources Per Capita

We take this variable from Haber and Menaldo (2011), who develop a measure of Total Resource Income Per Capita that is composed of Total Fuel Income Per Capita plus Total Metals Income Per Capita, in 2007 dollars. This measure is based on a measure often used in resource curse research, the Hamilton and Clemens Mineral Depletion variable (see Kirk Hamilton and Michael Clemens, “Genuine Savings Rates in Developing Countries,” World Bank Economic Review (1999) 13: 333-56). Their measure differs from Hamilton and Clemens (as well as the researchers who use their measure) in three respects.  First, they estimate our measures back to 1950, while the Hamilton and Clemens measure only goes back to 1971.  Second, the Hamilton and Clemens measure includes non-metallic minerals (e.g. Gypsum), which we do not include because the rents from these minerals are quite small.  Third, the Hamilton and Clemens measure subtracts out the imputed costs of production and the normal rate of return on capital. 

3.  Civil Wars

We code the incidence of civil war for each country-year as a dichotomous indicator variable that takes on the value 1 if a country is observed as having at least one intra-state conflict with at least 1,000 battle deaths in a given year and 0 otherwise.  

Kristian Skrede Gleditsch, “A Revised List of Wars within and between States”, International Interactions 30-3 (2004), pp. 231-262 provides a list of intra-state wars from 1816-2005. We transformed the original datasets from a list of civil wars, participants, starting dates, and ending dates to a country-year panel by coding the participant undergoing intra-state war as the country experiencing civil war for each year between the starting date and ending date.  

4. Multiple Parties

We modify Cheibub and Gandhi’s (2004) lparty variable. The original variable is coded as an ordinal variable in the following way: 

0. Either no legislature or all members of the legislature are nonpartisan

1. Legislature with only members from the regime party

2. Legislature with multiple parties
We code Multiple Parties as a binary variable. It is coded as a “1” if lparty is coded as a “2” and “0” otherwise. We adjust this variable from country year format to leader year format using primary and secondary sources.

5. Legislature

We use the Cheibub and Gandhi (2004) variable called closed. We use the original, ordinal version of this variable. It is coded in the following way:

0. Legislature is closed

1. Legislature is appointed

2. Legislature is elected

We adjust this variable from country year format to leader year format using primary and secondary sources.

6. Election Previously Held

We use the Nelda variables from Hyde and Marinov (2011) that code whether there is either a legislative or presidential election to code a single dummy variable indicating whether there is any election. We code only first round elections since subsequent rounds may be endogenous to the survival of the autocratic coalition. We adjust this variable from country year format to leader year format using the Archigos dataset.
7. Constituent Assembly Elections
To instrument autocratic constitutions, we code a dummy variable that indicates whether an autocratic coalition holds an election for a constituent assembly intended to draft a constitution. It is coded as a “1” in years where an election was held during the autocratic coalition’s tenure and subsequent years until the end of the autocratic coalition. This coding does not depend on whether constituent assembly elections are followed by an actual constitution. Data on constituent assembly elections after 1945 are taken from the Nelda dataset (Hyde and Marinov 2011). To identify constituent elections before 1945 we use primary and secondary sources. As with the variable for previous elections held, we adjust this variable from country year format to leader year format using the Archigos dataset. 

We generated two different instruments for constituent assembly elections. The first version of constituent assembly elections excludes those elections convoked explicitly to set up a timetable to transition to democracy. The second, more inclusive version includes these constituent assembly elections.
